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DETAILED ACTION 



Withdrawal of Allowable Subject Matter Notice 



1 . Claims 1 8-23, 26, 29, 30 & 34-36 were indicated allowable in the non-final Office action 
filed 3 1DEC07. Claim 26 erroneously should have been rejected in view of Iwasa et al. In 
response to the non-final Office action, the Applicant placed claims 18, 19, 21, 22 & 34 into 
independent form in the Amendment filed 28MAR08. These claims were presented by the 
Examiner to an 'Allowance Conference' committee wherein other patent examiner members 
disagreed with the allowability of some of the claims. After much debate the Examiner decided 
to reject some of the claims indicated allowable, therefore the indication that the prior art did not 
show or make obvious the Applicant's second sound absorbing member (claims 1 8 & 34), 
crossed ribs (claim 19), wire conduit (claim 21), air conditioning duct (claim 22) is hereby 
withdrawn. If any additional fees were paid for new independent claims and the Applicant 
wishes to revert the claims back to depending upon a single independent claim (new claim 42 
identical to canceled claim 17 along with the limitations of claim 17 removed from the reverted 
claims), then it is recommended for the Applicant to request to the Office a fee payment refund. 



Claim Objections 



2. 



Claims 34-36 are objected to because of the following informalities: 



a. 



Claim 34, line 2, "a" should be inserted after "cab of. 



b. 



Claim 35, line 2, "an" should be changed to "a". 



Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

4. Claims 18, 26 & 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Iwasa 
et al. (US 5,744,763 A; 28APR98) in view of Norvell (US 5,472,760 A; 05DEC95). 

Iwasa et al. disclose an interior member capable for a cab of a work vehicle, best shown 
in Figure 15, and comprising: a foundation body panel (felt 91) which has a first side and a 
second side, and which comprises a plurality of ribs (72) at the second side, at least one space 
(51) being defined by the ribs at the second side of the foundation body panel; an outer layer 
material (non-woven fabric 92) provided at the first side of the foundation body panel; a first 
sound absorbing member comprising a sound absorbing material (pulverized rubber 1 1) provided 
between the outer layer material and the first side of the foundation body panel; and a plate 
(vehicle hood panel 14) provided at the second side of the foundation body panel, wherein the 
foundation body panel is fastened to the plate. The plate is not disclosed as metal, but vehicle 
hood panels are known to be manufactured from sheet metal panels. Figure 15 shows a 
foundation body panel without holes (41) and includes spaces to better absorb any sounds that 
are able to travel though the first sound absorbing material. These dimensions of these spaces 
are described as changeable to cover differing frequencies, such as for different engine types 
(combustion vs. electric). 

In regards to claim 26, sound absorbing member (20) made of polyurethane foam, as 
described on column 14, line 56 
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In regards to claim 34, the interior member, as described above, is employed to sound- 
proof an engine compartment of a vehicle, but is capable of forming a wall member for a cab of a 
work vehicle, as described on column 1, line 7. 

However, Iwasa et al. do not expressly disclose a second sound absorbing member 
comprising a sound absorbing material provided in the space defined by the ribs at the second 
side of the foundation body panel. 

Norvell discloses two sound absorbing members (50, 52) separated by a foundation body 
panel (54). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the interior member of Iwasa ct al., to employ a second sound absorbing 
member, as taught by Norvell. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to change the frequency range 
of absorbed sounds, as is desired in this vehicle invention. 

Therefore, it would have been a desirable and thus a prima facie obvious modification of 
the interior member of Iwasa et al. by combining a second sound absorbing member with the 
first sound absorbing member to obtain the invention as specified in claims 18 & 34, as taught by 
the prior references' motivation, and not hindsight from the Applicant's disclosure. 
5. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Iwasa et al. in 
view of Tokunaga et al. (JP 63-188544 A; 04AUG88). 

Iwasa et al. disclose an interior member comprising a foundation body panel including 
ribs, as described above. 

However, Iwasa et al. do not expressly disclose that the ribs cross each other. 



Application/Control Number: 10/559,978 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3612 

Tokunaga et al. disclose an interior member mounted on a dashboard (13) for a cab of an 
automobile, comprising a sound absorbing material (14) contained inside a foundation body 
panel (10) including crossed ribs (12) on the rear surface side. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the interior member of Iwasa et al., to employ crossed ribs, as taught by 
Tokunaga et al. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to change the volume of the 
spaces, thus changing the frequency range of absorbed sounds, as is desired in this vehicle 
invention. 

Therefore, it would have been a desirable and thus a prima facie obvious modification of 
the interior member of Iwasa et al. by combining crossed ribs with the foundation body panel to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 19, as taught by the prior references' motivation, and 
not hindsight from the Applicant's disclosure. 

6. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Iwasa et al., as 
modified, in view of Tokunaga et al. 

Iwasa et al, as modified, disclose an interior member comprising a foundation body 
panel including ribs, as described above. 

However, Iwasa et al., as modified, do not expressly disclose that the ribs cross each 

other. 

Tokunaga et al. disclose an interior member mounted on a dashboard (13) for a cab of an 
automobile, comprising a sound absorbing material (14) contained inside a foundation body 
panel (10) including crossed ribs (12) on the rear surface side. 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the interior member of Iwasa et al., as modified, to employ crossed ribs, 
as taught by Tokunaga et al. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to change the volume of the 
spaces, thus changing the frequency range of absorbed sounds, as is desired in this vehicle 
invention. 

Therefore, it would have been a desirable and thus a prima facie obvious modification of 
the interior member of Iwasa et al., as modified, by combining crossed ribs with the foundation 
body panel to obtain the invention as specified in claim 20, as taught by the prior references' 
motivation, and not hindsight from the Applicant's disclosure. 

7. Claims 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Iwasa et al. 
in view of Beaulat (US 5,595,415 A; 21JAN97). 

Iwasa et al. disclose an interior member comprising a foundation body panel made of a 
material having heat insulating properties. 

However, Iwasa et al. do not expressly disclose that the foundation body panel comprises 
a portion for attaching an electrical wire member channel at the second side of the foundation 
body panel, that the foundation body panel comprises a portion for forming an air conditioning 
duct at the second side of the foundation body panel, nor that a closing member closes a space 
defined by the portion for forming the air conditioning duct, wherein the closing member and the 
portion for forming the air conditioning duct together form the air conditioning duct 

Beaulat discloses an interior member (covering panel 2) mounted on a door (1, la, lb) for 
a cab of an automobile, comprising in that a sound absorbing material (column 4, lines 16-21) is 
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contained between an outer layer material (second panel 3b) and a foundation body panel (first 
panel 3 a). The interior member includes a duct (cavity 5) for attaching wire (electrical cables 5 a) 
and an air conditioning duct (cavity 4) closed off by a closing member (inner skin lb). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the interior member of Iwasa et al., to employ air conditioning and wire 
channeling ducts, as taught by Norvell. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been to increase the uses for the 
interior member, as is desired in this vehicle invention. 

Therefore, it would have been a desirable and thus a prima facie obvious modification of 
the interior member of Iwasa et al. by combining ducts with the foundation body panel to obtain 
the invention as specified in claims 21 & 22, as taught by the prior references' motivation, and 
not hindsight from the Applicant's disclosure. 

8. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Iwasa et al., as 
modified, in view of obvious common knowledge. 

Iwasa et al, as modified, disclose the claimed invention except for the first sound- 
absorbing member having a thickness of 5mm to 20 mm. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to design the first sound- 
absorbing member to a thickness of 5mm to 20mm, since it has been held to be within the 
general skill of a worker in the art to select a thickness on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious mechanical expedient choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 
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The Applicant's response on 01NOV07 does not address the Examiner's Official Notice 
of thickness selection submitted in the Office action filed 01AUG07. This appears to constitute 
acquiescence that the feature was well known in the art at the time of the invention. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 37-39 are allowed. 

10. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art does not 
show or make obvious Applicant's outer and inner metal plate. 

1 1 . Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

12. Claims 30, 35 & 36 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

13. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art does not show or make obvious Applicant's second sound absorbing member on the 
other side of the metal plate (claim 30) and the exterior layer (claim 35). 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul A. Chenevert whose telephone number is (571)272-6657. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn D. Dayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/D. Glenn Dayoan/ Paul A. Chenevert 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3612 Examiner 

Art Unit 3612 

PAC 

21MAY08 



